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NEWS RELEASE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS RECOGNIZE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
AS ONE OF MOST SIGNIFICANT CAMPUSES IN THE COUNTRY
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton has been named one of the most
significant campus sites in the country as judged by the American Society of Landscape
Architects. Just 22 campus sites made the final list.
Across the nation, 362 historic landscapes have been recognized by the society as
Centennial Medal winners, including the U.S. Capitol grounds, New York's Central Park, .
Monticello, Disneyland and San Francisco's Ghiradelli Square.
In the Miami Valley, additional sites honored with the award are Hills and Dales Park,

Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum, and the Civic Commons and Fraze Pavilion. Joining UD
as Ohio campus site honorees are Bowling Green State pniversity and the centennial mall at the
Universi~

of Toledo.

Complete results can be found by following the "Centennial" link from the
organization's Web site at www.asla.org.
The award was created by the group to celebrate its 100th anniversary and to recognize
"significant works of landscape architecture- places of the heart- across the country," said
Peter A. Kirsch, ASLA executive vice president, when the awards were announced in June. The
University received word of the award in September.
Gary Sierschula, associate partner of Woolpert LLP, nominated the University for the
award. Nominees were generally large-acreage developments, he says, reflecting the nature of
the field. "Landscape architecture basically refers to buildings, open spaces and the roadway
network. You look at the significance of the overall impact of the landscape and how it works.
The residential style and feel of UD's campus is just as if you built a university and tucked it
into a city."
Over the past 20 years, Woolpert has completed more than 150 small- to large-scale
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campus planning and design projects. Several of the completed projects, such as the South
Green and Jesse Philips Humanities Center, have been recognized by ASLA an.9 other
organizations.
In his nomination, Sierschula described UD. "Rich, attractive hardscape areas, gardenlike landscape plantings and historically themed site furniture is repeated throughout the
campus to create unity and connectivity. Campus open spaces are designed to be inspiring and
provide for a wide range of pedestrian-oriented uses."
In addition to their aesthetic and practical value, UD's carefully tended landscapes
serve another purpose, say UD officials. When prospective students and their parents visit a
college campus, they take note of the appearance of the grounds, and a favorable or
unfavorable reaction can weigh heavily in the final decision of whether or not a student will
attend.
"It's a cliche that you only get one chance to make a first impression, but there's truth in
that for college admissions," says Chris Munoz, associate provost for enrollment management
at UD. "When prospective students and their families see a well-tended campus, they get the
message that UD is careful in tending to the well-being of its students, too. That can be a
powerful message for parents."
Rick Perales, director of facilities management,
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the award recognizes the skill and

talents of his staff. "It's wonderful to have an award that acknowledges the hard work and
planning that involves so many people on campus- the people who make this University look
as nice as it looks," he says. "Roger Banks, who is our grounds manager, and his staff work
extremely hard and take tremendous pride in UD's campus appearance."
Beth Keyes, assistant director for facilities planning and construction management, and
her staff "make the exterior public spaces a priority on all new construction, and this award
reflects favorably on their efforts too," Perales says.
Sites around the country were nominated for the honor by LI-te society's 47 chapters.
-30For media interviews, contact Rick Perales, a resident of Beavercreek, at (937) 229-4333, at
horne at (937) 426-2787 or via e-mail at perales@udayton.edu; Gary Sierschula, a resident of
Centerville, at (937) 461-5680 or via e-mail at gary.sierschula@woolpert.corn; Chris Munoz, a
resident of Washington Township, at (937) 229-3717 or via e-mail at
rnunoz@kahn.adrnin.udayton.edu; Roger Banks, a resident of Lebanon, at (937) 229-3747 or
via e-mail at banks@picard.admin.udayton.edu;
and Beth Keyes, a resident of Kettering, at (937) 229-3769 or via e-mail at
keyes@trinity.udayton.edu.

